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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. IN A SURPRISE ANNOUNCEMENT FEBRUARY 21, MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE ERROL MAHABIR SAID THAT THE GOTT 
COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO STUDY THE U.S. TRADE ACT HAD FOUND 
SEVERAL PROVISIONS OBIECTIONABLE. CABINET HAS APPROVED 
THE COMMITTEE'S FINDING AND INSTRUCTED MAHABIR TO DISCUSS 
THE GOTT'S CONCERNS WITH OTHER CARICOM MEMBERS AT THE 
MINISTERIAL-LEVEL MEETING IN BARBADOS FEBRUARY 24. MAHABIR 
SAID THAT RATHER THAN THE GOTT ALONE TAKING APOSITION, 

THE CARICOM GOVERNMENTS WILL TRY TO DEVELOP A JOINT 
POSITION AT THE MEETING (ALTHOUGH ITS PRINCIPAL TOPIC IS 
THE EEC-ACP AGREEMENT). 
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END UNCLASSIFIED 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST NEGATIVE REACTION WE HAVE 
HAD TO THE TRADE ACT, AND IT MAY BE A CRUCIAL ONE SINCE WE 
PRESUME THAT MAHABIR'S STATEMENT WAS COORDINATED WITH PM 
WILLIAMS AND MINISTER OF FINANCE CHAMBERS, WHO ARE STILL 
IN THE UNITED STATES. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE PROVISIONS 
DECLARED OBIECTIONABLE BY THE GOTT COMMITTEE INCLUDE THE 
"CARTELS" SECTION AND SECTIONS WHICH "DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 
NATIONS WHICH NATIONALIZE U.S. INVESTMENT." AT THIS STAGE, 

WE ARE UNABLE TO PREDICT WHETHER THE GOTT WILL SETTLE FOR 
A CARICOM POSITION DEPLORING OBJECTIONABLE PROVISIONS, OR 
IF IT MIGHT PUSH FOR COMPLETE REJECTION OF THE TRADE ACT. 

RICH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE LAW, INSTRUCTIONS, DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS, COMMITTEES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 FEB 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PORTO00426 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750064-0037 
From: PORT OF SPAIN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750221 /aaaaasnw.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 POS 226 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 SEP 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <18 DEC 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOTT PLANS TO PROTEST U.S. TRADE ACT 
TAGS: ETRD, TD, XL, US, (MAHABIR, ERROL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



